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JONATHAN SWIFT
GULLIVER'S TRAVELS
with an introduction by Michael Foot
Swift published Gulliver's Travels in 1726 'to vex the world rather
than divert it'. If the world has retaliated by giving the book to
children, it has never quite succeeded in extracting the sting from
this scornful and incisive satire on man. Whether it is seen as the
product of an embittered mind or a profound comment on the
Age of Reason and Nature, there is much more for the adult
reader in Gulliver than mere spleen and fantasy,
HENRY FIELDING
JOSEPH ANDREWS
Edited by R.F. Brissenden
The story of Joseph's dogged determination to cling to his virtue
against all odds is almost incidental in one of the richest, sanest,
funniest and most attractive novels in the English language.
Drawn, as Fielding says, in the image of Cervantes, its Don
Quixote is the unforgettable Parson Adams - the unique embodi-
ment of a vigorous, innocent and rational enjoyment of life and
the first great comic character in English fiction,
TOM JONES
Edited by A P. C. Mutter
*I am shocked to hear you quote from so vicious a book* said
Johnson of Tom Jones-, and there were some who held it responsible
for the two earth tremors that hit London shortly after its publi-
cation in 1749. But for most modern readers this is one of the great
comic novels, a vivid Hogarthian panorama of eighteenth-century
life, with a plot described by Coleridge as one of the three most
perfect ever planned